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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO... Þ 


TU\HIS publibstion 18 not with 
the ſmalleſt view of any per- 
ſonal advantage to its author. Hav- 
ing his ambition fully gratified, by 
his long and diſtinguiſhed commer. 
tion with the late Earl of Char- 


B HAM, 


—— — 


„ 
HAM, and the ſupreme honour of 
being Preceptor to the preſent Firſt 
Lords of the Trenſury and Adviti- 
ralty; and havidg,” through -their 
friendſhip, early; obtained; that pro- 


viſion which gratifies all his wants, 


and that prefermeiit which is the 
completion of all his wiſnies, he bis 
no intereſted; motive to prompt him,. 
no ſelfiſn object! to purſue.— Nei- 
ther is it a meaſure very conſonant: 


to 
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to his feelings, to obtrude a Sermon 
of his upon the public; but at the 
preſſing entreaty of many reſpectable 


auditors, he has been induc'd to 


commit this to the preſs. The 
ſuddenneſs of the call, both for 
preaching and printing it, muſt be 
his excuſe for all its errors and de- 
fects. 


GLO CEST ER, 
March 10, 1789. 
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PRO VERBS, Ch. xxix. v. 2. 


When the righteous are in authority the people 


rejoice. 


HIS maxim is not built on the abſtract 


reaſonings of the ſolitary Pedant, or the 
ſpeculative reveries of the unpractis d Po- 
litician. It is extracted from the records of 


a great, am affluent, and a proſperous Prince, 
whoſe character for wiſdom ſtands ſuperla- 
tively high in the annals of fame, and 
whoſe meaſure of experience was copious 
and full. All the honours, all the riches, 
and all the power, that awaken the ambition 
of humbler individuals, he enjoyed at an 
C early 
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early age. He had ever walk'd in the 


garden of life, had pick'd its choiceſt fruits, 


and cull'd its faireſt flowers. He entertain'd 


no deſign that he could not execute ; con- 


ceiv'd no wiſh that he could not gratify ; ſaw 
no pleaſure that he cou'd not attain ; and 
knew no misfortune but ſatiety. From 
the ſum of his unparalleld experience, he 
has furniſh'd poſterity with a choice col- 
lection of uſeful leſſons for every ſituation 
in life; and one of thoſe leſſons is the maxim 


in my text. 


When we contemplate exalted Charac- 


ters, we ſeem to have before us an experi- 


mental conviction, a viſible repreſentation, 
of that image of Gop, in which, as reve- 


lation 
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lation informs us, man was at firſt created. 
We can ſcarcely, indeed, ſee any indivi- 
duals raiſed amongſt their ſpecies to the diſ- 
tinctions of rank and honour, without look- 
ing up to ſuch elevations with a degree of 
awe and reſpect. And when ſuch diſtinctions 
are accompanied with the milder graces of 
mercy, and benignity,—when' earthly Poten- 
tates reſemble the De1Ty in juſtice and good- 
neſs, as they do in power and authority,— 
they inſure the affections, as well as com- 
mand the homage of their ſubjects. ' Heroes 
may fubdue, Tyrants may awe, and Wealth 
may ſuppreſs the ſtruggles of humanity, or 


the murmurs of the oppreſſed :—Every ſpe- 


cies of power may enflave the perſons, but 
it is Juſtice and Goodneſs that command the 
a hearts 


tw J 
| hearts and affections of men. Power with- 
|! out goodneſs is the object of our fear and 
averſion ; and every man is on his guard 


even againſt wiſdom, when it is not tem- 
| per d with the ſofter qualities of mercy and 
benignity. But when majeſty is cloathed 
| with righteouſneſs, when thoſe. who are con- 
l; ſider d as Gop's vicegerents reſemble the 
[i ALMIGHTY in juſtice, goodneſs, and benefi- 
| cence,—then like a temperate. air, and un- 
| | clouded: Sun, they not only pleaſe but ani- 
mate,—they enliven and exhilerate the ſpi- 
rits, and ornament the face of nature,. Men 
the righteous are in authority the people rejoice. 


Man is ſaid to be born free, but at the 
ſame time, with fo muck» frailty in his com- 


poſition, 


E 

poſition, as to want aid and ſupport in every 
ſtep of life. And it is a queſtion, not eaſily 
determin'd, whether a flate of liberty, with- 
out any reſtraint, or a ſtate of reſtraint ex- 
cluding all liberty, is the more miſerable. 
The former expoſes the human ſpecies to 
the frauds and rapines of the profligate and 
idle. The latter ſubdues whole nations to 
the capricious humours of a flatter d and 
abus'd Tyrant. The firſt keeps them in a 
conſtant ſtate of war and tumult ; and the 
laſt makes them languiſh under a baſe de- 
preſſion of ſpirit. Under the firſt they are 
beaſts of prey; under the latter they are 
beaſts of burthen. 


The happy mean betwixt theſe two ex- 


tremes, is that judicious mixture of power 


D and 
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. ſubjection, of authority and ſubmiſſion, 


which limits men's rights, and reſtrains their 
paſſions; which repreſſes the haughty, and 


protects the humble; which inſures to every 


man his juſt birth- right, and the fruits of his 
honeſt induſtry; which enables him to lye 
down in peace, fleep in ſafety, and wake to 
enjoyment. Without theſe ſecurities, in a 
climate like our's, diſorders wou'd inevita- 
bly enſue, cities wou'd become tumultuous, 
and life a burthen. The inhabitants of this 
iſland are not of diſpoſitions that will brook 
abject flavery, nor of tempers that will bend 
to kiſs the rod of defpotiſm.—And it is our 
happineſs, that we are neither expos'd to 
the caprices of an arbitrary Tyrant, nor to 
the wildneſs of ungovern'd multitudes ;—to 


; groan 
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groan under the ſeverity of mercileſs inqui- 


ſitors, or the madneſs of lawlefs men. Our 


laws are neither written on the ſand, to be 
defac'd by every wind; nor ftain'd with 
cruelty, oppreſſion, or bloodſhed. Thro' 
the wiſdom and prudence of our forefathers, 
the powers of the Sovereign, and the liber- 
ties of the Subject are fo well defin'd, fo pro- 
perly guarded, the happineſs and comfort of 
the governor and governed are equally pro- 
vided for. 


Inſtructed by the hiſtories of former times, 
and fully appris d of the excellency and ef- 
ficacy of that envied balance of dominion 
and ſubjection, of authority and reſtraint, 
which is the charadteriſtic feature of the Bri- 

tiſh 


„ 


** 

D * 
W „ LS 
SS . e. —— 


Gai”. ” 
. 
— 


„ — 2 . 9 = 
ERS. AA EY 


=S 


ow — —— On — 
— — 


ä — 


Way, „% 2 «„ — 
® — — — 0 wh a 9 _ 
T_T — 


oO > 
V —— — 


a - FEISS 
„ r 


CP 3 


tiſh Conſtitution, we are not only careful to 
watch every .threaten'd danger, but ſuſpi- 
cioully awake to every ſhadow of apprehen- 
ſion, leſt our Rulers ſhould be tempted to 
overſtep the limits of their authority, and 
invade the rights of the People. We are 
ready to perſuade ourſelves, that the very 


nature of their ſituation prompts them to 


aſſume new privileges and prerogatives, and 


to ſtretch and extend thoſe that confeſſedly 


belong to them. And this exceſs of cau- 


tion may frequently repreſs the ebullitions of 


power ;—but the completion of felicity de- 


pends on the diſpoſition of the Sovereign. 


To attain this deſirable perfection, his Crown 
muſt be encircled with juſtice, wiſdom, and 


benevolence. Without thele neceſſary. or- 


naments, 
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naments, without theſe brighteſt Jewels of 
the diadem, its luſtre-would be tarniſhed, its 
beauty defac'd, and all its ſplendor eclips d. 


The virtues of private perſons, however 


exemplary, however praiſe-worthy, operate 


only on a few: their ſphere of action is ne- 


ceſſarily limited both in power and extent. 
The influence of their example, and the luſ- 


tre of their good deeds is narrow and con- 


fin d. But a juſt and wiſe Prince is a bleſſing 
as extenſive as his kingdoms. His virtues 


ſecure the poſſeſſion, and enhance the value 


of all the good things they enjoy. They 
give increaſe of happineſs to the happieſt of 


his people, and render the diſtreſſed leſs mi- 


ſerable.— As the precious ointment pour d 
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on the head of Aaron deſcended and dif- 
fuſed an agreeable fragrance to the ſkirts of 
his cloathing, ſo do the actions of a virtuous 


Prince diffuſe happineſs and joy over all his 
ſubjects.— Men the righteous are in authority, 
the people rejoice. 


Men of all ages and all countries have 
been ready enough to acknowledge, that 
fach a governor is an invaluable bleſſing. 
But where, it may be afk'd, has he ever 


exiſted ?—Imagination may faſhion, and fac- 


tiom may paint, ſuch an earthly deity; but 


royal biography might be compris d in a 


nutſhel, if it was confin'd to the: hiſtories of 
fuch Princes only. We read, indeed, of 


many who have been highly extolFd: by the 


0 


ſycophants 


1 
fyeophants with which they were encirled, 
or the dependarts that liv'd upon their 
nod; but Truth is obliged to confeſs, that 


ſhe has ſeldom been engaged in recording 


the virtues of Princes. 


The language of adulation wou'd in this 
place equally diſgrace the Palpit and the 


joy at this time manifeſted throughout theſe 


realms, will not allew me to be flent.-=1 
ſhould ſtop ſhamefully ſhort of the limits of 


propriety, if, thro' an exceſs of caution in 


' avoiding a cenſurable degree of praiſe, I 


ſhow'd leave the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion on the 
minds of my hearers, that the Monarch, for 


_ whoſe reſtoration to health and dominion 
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we have this day offer d up our praiſes and 
thankſgivings, was in any poſſible danger of 
being claſs d with thoſe Princes that have 
been either the ſcourges or the tyrants of 


their people. 


The late unhappy calamity, which ſuſ- 
pended for a time the exerciſe of royal au- 
thority, ſeems to have taught us ſufficiently, 


if we wanted ſuch a leſſon, that our gracious 


Sovereign reigns not only over the perſons, 


but in the hearts of his ſubje&s. 


Rouz'd into a quick ſenſe of the dangers 


that threaten d us, and animated with a 


lively recollection of the happineſs we en- 


joy d, we were juſtly alarm'd at the preci- 


pice on which we ſtood. No 


MM 
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No elegance of manners, no brilliancy of 
talents, no meaſure of integrity, no union of 


intereſt, in the characters we had to look to, 
coud contribute in any ſatisfactory degree 
to diminiſh the dread, or lighten the af- 
fliction, that overſpread this Ifland. 


'The adulation of a court was not then 
wanting to aſſure us that we had liv'd un- 
der a Monarch, whoſe mild government dif- 


fus d comfort and ſecurity over all the land; 


whoſe liberal encouragement gave life and 


animation to all the arts; whoſe generous 
protection kept the implements of the arti- 
ficer and the ſails of commerce conſtantly 
in motion; whoſe endearing condeſcenſions, 
and amiable diſpoſition, ſooth'd the ſadneſs 
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ſorrow; and diffus'd happineſs and joy to 
all around him ; whoſe exemplary manners, 
religious deportment, and love of decorum, 
gave vigour to virtue, and deſpondency to 
vice. The dread of loſing ſuch a Monarch 
might well ſpread a gloom over every coun- 
tenance And the diſtreſs that then over- 


whelm'd us, was a teſtimony that did equal 


credit to the virtues of the King and the 


love of his People. 


While his health remained perfect, tho 
we enjoy'd all the benefits of his ſovereignty, 
we might not properly eſtimate their value, 
or conſider the ſource from whence they 


wexe deriv'd. Though our happineſs and 


peace were equally ſecure, and our joys and 


* 


comforts 


1 


comforts flowing in a full channel, we 


might not be ſufficiently grateful to the 
Diſpenſer of thoſe favours, nor duly ſen- 
ſible of our obligations to Heaven for ſuch 


diſtinguiſh'd bleſſings. 5 


This languid attention, this torpid inſen- 
ſibility, ſeems ever to have been charge- 
able on human nature. The daily, the fre- 
quent, the obvious and conſpicuous favours 
of the GREAT RULER of Heaven and Earth, 
however admirable in themſelves, or how- 
ever aſtoniſhing to a reflecting mind, are 
not ſo often as they ought to be the objects 
of men's attention and gratitude. The con- 
ſtant riſing of the ſun, the deſcent of fruit- 
ful ſhowers, the return of temperate ſeaſons, 
the 
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the providential diſpenſations of the neceſ- 
ſaries of life, the means of improving know- 
ledge, the protection from dangers, and the 
wonderful proviſions for happineſs which 
we conſtantly experience, are bleſſings of 
perpetual obligation, and on that very ac- 
count they are perpetually diſregarded.— 
Every ſhower that falls bids us look up to 
Gov as the fountain from which it flows. 
Every ear of corn, every blade of graſs, car- 
ries the ſignatures of a Divine hand. And 
the indelible characters of power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs, daily diſtinguiſhable in all 
the works of nature, are indubitable proofs 
that Gop is attentive to all our neceſſities, 
tho' we are unmindful of his goodneſs,— 
But when we ſee extraordinary manifeſta- 


tions 
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tions of Providence, when the power of his 


Almighty Arm is ſeen in ſevere judgements, 
or miraculous deliverances, they rouze and 
awaken our dormant ſenſes, and impreſs us 
with a full conviction of our own weakneſs, 
and our conſtant dependance on our HEA- 


VENLY FATHER. 


No bleſſing comes ſo ſeaſonably as in the 
hour of neceſſity: we then are ſenſible of 
the want, and attentive to the value of it. — 
Bread is never ſo ſweet as to the hungry 
ſoul, and drink never ſo welcome as to the 
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When the Iſraelites were bleſs'd with 
Ou ſeaſons, with plenty of corn and 
T7 F G [3.33% 


Wine, 
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the time to come. — But, as the Pſalmiſt 
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wine, and had all things richly to enjoy, 
benefits they received, and forget the LoRD 


from whnece they ſprang; but when the 
ALMIGHTY cauſed ſtreams to flow from the 


hard rock to refreſh. their thirſt, when bread 


deſcended in ſhowers from Heaven, and the 
winds were winged with fleſh to ſatisfy their 


hunger, then they cou'd acknowledge his 
powers, and vow. pexpetual obedience for 


complains, They ſoon. again forgot the works 


and wonders that the L0RD- had. fhewn them ; 
they remembered not his hand, nor the day that 


he had delivered them from the power of the 
enemy. They diſtruſted his promiſes, repin'd 
al fs dealings, diſobey d his laws, and apofta- 


tia d from his covenant; When 


1 


CL 4 
When the late dark cloud hung over our 
heads; we were ready enough to recolle@ 


che abundant ſhare of bleſſings we had en- 


joy d. We then were ſenſible that Heaven 
had poured upon us the good things of life 
from its largeſt phials. 


In ſacred as well as profane ſtory we have 
inſtances of Kings that might be well con- 
der d as the infliction of puniſhments for 
the ſins of the people. We conſider d it as 
the puniſhment of our ſins, that the life of 
our King was expos' d to danger. 

As the favours we have receiv'd at the 


hamd of Heaven are ſuperior in their na- 


ture, larger in their extent, and greater in 


number, 


w * = 
— 


— 


- 
FEE 2 


— 
— 


— . — 


. ” 3 > 8 
— 7. : - 1 r ” —— p 4 2 — — | 2 
2 — 4 — 7 2 o — 2 
— — 9 2 . _ > 
— — — 
— — — — —— 


— — 


eG mn I oo Ä ˙— —„— m — —— 
2 — * „ 8 - _ 0 


— 
— 2 . 


L J 


number, than other countries have to boaſt 


of, let our gratitude flow in as plentiful a 1 
channel. No place is unfit, no time unſea- 
ſonable, for expreſſing our thankfulneſs to 
ALMICHTWY Gop for all the mercies that 
he hath vouchſaf d us. As we are every 
hour of our lives receiving favours from our 
HEAVENLY FATHER; our gratitude is a duty 
of hourly obligation.—But there are ſome 
occaſions which ſeem more ſignally mark'd 
by the hand of Providence, more peculiarly 
teſtimonial of his mercy and loving kind- 
neſs, and therefore call for more diſtin- 
guiſh'd expreſſions of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving. Tops LOVER: 91 
When unexpected and undeſerved fa- 
vours fall into our laps ; when we are deli- 


vered 
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vered from ſtraits, in our apprehenſions, 
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inextricable ; and enabled to ſurmount dif- 
ficulties ſeemingly inſuperable; — theſe are 
eſpecial moments for ſuch eaſy ſacrifices.— 
We ſhou'd, indeed, like trees planted by 
the water ſide, bear fruit more or leſs con- 
tinually ; but more kindly and more abun- 
dantly when warm'd =D, cheriſh'd by the 
hand of Heaven.— On the preſent occaſion 
our indiſpenſible duty muſt — be our 
q higheſt gratification. 


Let us then refle& that Gop has chang'd 
our ſorrow into joy; or, to uſe the language 
of the Pſalmiſt, Turned our mourning into 
dancing, put off our ſackcloth, and girded us 
with gladneſs ; hath conſider d our trouble, and 
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known our foul in adverſity; hath ſet our feet 


mn a large room, and gwen us a goodly heri- 
tage. There 15 ſprung up a light for the righte- 
ous; and yoyful gladneſs for ſuch as are true 
hearted. In fine-—The Righteous are in autho- 
rity, let us therefore rejoice and be thankful ! 


